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How to Use This Guide

FOR HUSBANDS

This guide was written directly to you. Every module addresses one specific need your wife
carries — often silently. Read each one as an invitation to understand her more deeply, not
as a list of failures.

FOR COUPLES

Read each module together. Let the intro settle before discussing. The biological and
theological sections give you both the full picture — why this need exists and why God cares
about it.

THE SEQUENCE MATTERS

The 10 needs are ordered from foundation to fullness. Start at Module 1. Each need builds on
the one before it. A wife who does not have the first need met will struggle to receive the
tenth.

PAGE 2 OF EACH MODULE

Page 2 contains the Biological & Psychological explanation and the Theological grounding.
Read them. Understanding why transforms how. A husband who understands will apply. One
who merely knows will forget.

THE REFLECTION PROMPT

Every second page ends with a reflection question. Do not skip it. Write your answer. The
question is designed to move the content from your head into your marriage.
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The Logic of the Sequence

Her needs are not a random list. They are a sequence — each one unlocking the next. Start
at commitment. Everything else follows.

STAGE NEED SCRIPTURE WHAT IT ESTABLISHES

Foundati
on

Commitment to
Family

Matthew 19:6 She can trust the covenant

Structure Lead Ephesians 5:23 She can follow a direction

Safety Provider 1 Timothy 5:8 She can rest without fear

Truth Honesty (HOT) Ephesians 4:25 She can know the real man

Voice Talk James 1:19 She can open and be heard

Proof Time Ecclesiastes 9:9 She can believe the words

Touch Affection Song of Solomon 1:2 She can feel the love

Words Affirmation Proverbs 31:28 She can hear she is valued

Purpose Needed 1 Peter 3:7 She can stand as co-heir

Depth Vulnerability Genesis 2:25 She can reach the interior
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 1
COMMITMENT TO FAMILY

The Covenant Foundation — All or Nothing at All

“What God has joined together, let no one separate.”

— Matthew 19:6

She doesn’t need a perfect husband. She needs a present one.
Commitment isn’t the vow you spoke once — it’s the decision you
remake every morning. Half-committed men produce fully broken
homes. When she knows you are all in, she can open, trust, follow, and
flourish. Without this, nothing else on this list works.

� All or nothing at all — she cannot half-have you

�
She needs to see you choose the family repeatedly, not just once at the
altar

�
She needs to know that family is not competing with your other
priorities — it is your priority

�
Spiritual Partnership — commitment to family includes leading the
home spiritually, not delegating faith to her
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MODULE 1 — COMMITMENT TO FAMILY

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

A woman’s nervous system is wired for attachment
security. When commitment is uncertain or
conditional, her stress hormones remain chronically
elevated — making genuine intimacy, trust, and
emotional availability neurologically impossible for
her to sustain. Commitment is not romantic
sentiment. It is physiological safety.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God’s covenant with His people was unconditional
and total — not contingent on performance. When a
husband commits fully to his family, he images the
covenant nature of God Himself. Half-commitment is
not merely a marital failure. It is a theological
contradiction of the highest order.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 2
LEAD

The Direction She Follows — He is the Thermostat

“For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior.”

— Ephesians 5:23

She cannot follow a man who is not going anywhere. Leadership is not
control — it is direction. He is the thermostat — he sets the
temperature. She is the thermometer — she gives the reading. If the
home is cold, check the thermostat. She is not the problem. She is the
report.

� He is the thermostat — he sets the mood by which the family functions

� She is the thermometer — she gives the reading, she tells how hot it is

� She does not need a dictator. She needs a direction-setter

�
She needs a man who carries the spiritual, emotional, and relational
weight of the home

�
Spiritual Partnership — she needs to share faith, pray together, and
grow spiritually with you, not behind you
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MODULE 2 — LEAD

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

Women are neurologically wired to read emotional
environment and respond to it. When a man leads
with clarity and consistency, her nervous system
settles. When he is passive or absent, she
compensates — carrying weight that was never
designed for her, and resenting the man she cannot
follow.

THEOLOGI
CAL

Christ’s headship over the church is not domination —
it is sacrificial, directional, and life-giving. A husband
who leads his home reflects the same headship. He
does not lead because he is superior. He leads
because the covenant assigned it and the family
desperately needs it.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”

lloydallen.org • MrMarriage.com • Fixing Marriage Academy, LLC Module 2 of 10 — Page 2

RETURNRETURN



MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 3
PROVIDER

The Safety She Rests In — Coverage, Not Just Income

“Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their
own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”

— 1 Timothy 5:8

Provider is not a paycheck. It is a posture. She needs to know the home
is covered — financially, emotionally, physically. A woman who does
not feel safe cannot fully open. When she feels covered, she flourishes.
When she doesn’t, she guards. Everything follows safety.

� She needs to know the home is covered

�
Provider is not just income — it is the posture of a man who shoulders
responsibility so she does not carry it alone

� She needs to rest in your provision, not manage around its absence

�
Security — she needs to feel safe financially, emotionally, and
physically
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MODULE 3 — PROVIDER

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

Safety is not a preference for women — it is a
neurological prerequisite for emotional and relational
openness. When financial and emotional security is
absent, the female brain shifts into survival mode. In
survival mode she cannot receive love, offer intimacy,
or trust leadership. She can only manage the threat.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God is consistently portrayed in Scripture as provider
— Jehovah Jireh, the One who covers and supplies.
When a husband provides for his household, he is not
merely fulfilling a cultural role. He is representing the
character of a God who ensures that His people never
lack what they genuinely need.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 4
HONESTY

The Truth She Builds On — HOT: Honesty, Openness, Transparency

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your
neighbor, for we are all members of one body.”

— Ephesians 4:25

Security doesn’t come from a perfect husband. It comes from a known
one. She can handle hard truths. What she cannot handle is
discovering the man she trusted had a hidden life. Honesty is not the
absence of lies — it is the presence of full access.

� Honesty — she needs the truth, even when it’s uncomfortable

�
Openness — she needs voluntary self-disclosure, not just answers to
questions

�
Transparency — she needs to know there is nothing being hidden from
her

� Security lives in what she knows, not what she suspects
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MODULE 4 — HONESTY

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

A woman’s brain is highly attuned to inconsistency
and threat detection in close relationships. When
honesty is absent, her mind fills the gaps with anxiety
— running worst-case scenarios that consume the
emotional energy she would otherwise invest in the
marriage. What she doesn’t know doesn’t protect her.
It slowly destroys her.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God is a God of light — in Him there is no darkness at
all. He calls His people to walk in the same light with
one another. A husband who withholds truth from his
wife is not protecting her. He is choosing darkness in a
covenant that was designed to be lived entirely in the
light.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 5
TALK

The Connection She Lives Through — Heard, Not Fixed

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become
angry.”

— James 1:19

She processes life through conversation. When she talks, she is not
presenting a problem to be solved — she is reaching for connection. A
husband who fixes instead of listens answers a question she never
asked. She doesn’t need a solution. She needs a witness.

� She needs you to initiate conversation, not just respond

� She needs to feel heard, not fixed

� Listening is not the same as waiting to speak

� She processes life through conversation

lloydallen.org • MrMarriage.com • Fixing Marriage Academy, LLC Module 5 of 10 — Page 1

RETURNRETURN



MODULE 5 — TALK

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

The female brain has significantly more neural
connections between its emotional and verbal
processing centres than the male brain. Women
literally think through talking — it is not venting, it is
processing. When a husband listens without
interrupting or solving, he is giving her brain what it
needs to regulate, connect, and find resolution
naturally.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God listened before He spoke into chaos. Throughout
Scripture, being heard by God is presented as one of
the most profound forms of divine love. When a
husband truly listens to his wife, he is performing one
of the most godly acts available to him — giving her
the gift of feeling known by the person who matters
most.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 6
TIME

The Proof She Watches For — Love Spelled T-I-M-E

“Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this fleeting life.”

— Ecclesiastes 9:9

She doesn’t believe words. She believes calendars. Presence without
attention is not time — it is proximity. Time is scheduled, protected,
and chosen especially when everything else is competing for it. She is
not watching what you say. She is watching what you prioritise.

�
Time is scheduled, protected, intentional, and chosen — especially
when other things compete for it

� Quality time is not proximity — it is attention

� She needs scheduled, protected, intentional time

�
Security — time communicates she is the priority; its absence
communicates she is not
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MODULE 6 — TIME

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

A woman’s primary attachment need is felt presence
— not physical proximity but genuine, focused
attention. When a husband is physically present but
emotionally absent, her attachment system registers
abandonment. The result is the same loneliness as if
he were not there at all — sometimes worse, because
he is close enough to reach and yet completely
unavailable.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God did not simply create humanity and withdraw. He
walked with Adam in the garden — present, engaged,
and attentive. Time given to a wife is not an obligation
to be minimised. It is a reflection of the God who draws
near, who inhabits the praises of His people, and who
calls us to abide — not merely to exist — in His
presence.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 7
AFFECTION

The Language She Speaks — Deeply Emotional, Deeply Affectionate

“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth — for your love is more
delightful than wine.”

— Song of Solomon 1:2

Affection is not foreplay. It is its own complete language. She is deeply
emotional and deeply affectionate. Non-sexual touch, tenderness,
and warmth are daily needs — not occasional gestures reserved for
when you want something. When affection becomes transactional,
she stops receiving it as love.

� Affection for her is not foreplay — it is its own language

�
Non-sexual touch, tenderness, and warmth are daily needs, not
occasional gestures

� She connects emotionally through physical affection

�
A man who withholds affection forces her to feel unloved without
knowing why
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MODULE 7 — AFFECTION

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

Non-sexual touch releases oxytocin in women — the
primary bonding hormone. Without regular
affectionate touch, her oxytocin levels drop, creating
emotional withdrawal, disconnection, and a growing
sense of loneliness that she often cannot fully
articulate. A woman who is not affectionately touched
will eventually stop reaching for the man who is not
reaching for her.

THEOLOGI
CAL

The Song of Solomon is not an embarrassment in
Scripture — it is a celebration. God included it
deliberately to affirm that physical tenderness
between a husband and wife is holy, not merely
tolerated. A husband who withholds affection is
withholding something God explicitly designed for her
flourishing within the covenant.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”

lloydallen.org • MrMarriage.com • Fixing Marriage Academy, LLC Module 7 of 10 — Page 2

RETURNRETURN



MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 8
AFFIRMATION

The Voice She Needs to Hear — Proverbs 31:28

“Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises
her.”

— Proverbs 31:28

She needs to hear it from you. Not from her friends, not from her mirror,
not from her own inner voice struggling to believe it. From you.
Specifically. Regularly. A woman who is never affirmed by her
husband will eventually find somewhere else to be filled — or stop
expecting to be filled at all.

� She needs encouragement that is specific, not generic

� She needs you to speak well of her — privately and publicly

�
Affirmation is not flattery — it is the deliberate practice of calling out
what is true and good about her before she has to wonder if you see it

�
Respect for her perspective — affirmation includes taking her thoughts
and opinions seriously, not just her accomplishments
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MODULE 8 — AFFIRMATION

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

Words of affirmation activate the same neural reward
pathways in women as physical touch. A woman’s
sense of identity and worth is significantly shaped by
the voice of her primary attachment figure. When her
husband speaks life consistently and specifically, he
is literally rewiring how she sees herself — and how
she shows up in the marriage.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God spoke identity before He assigned task. He called
Gideon a mighty man of valor before Gideon had done
anything mighty. A husband who affirms his wife is
doing the same prophetic work — calling out what God
placed in her before she has fully seen it herself.
Words create worlds. Her husband’s words create
hers.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”

lloydallen.org • MrMarriage.com • Fixing Marriage Academy, LLC Module 8 of 10 — Page 2

RETURNRETURN



MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 9
NEEDED

The Place She Must Occupy — Heirs Together

“Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and
treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs together of the

gracious gift of life.”

— 1 Peter 3:7

She doesn’t want to be tolerated. She wants to be essential. There is a
profound difference between a wife who is present and a wife who is
needed. One is furniture. The other is foundation. Make her the
foundation. A wife who feels optional will eventually make herself
optional.

� She needs to feel indispensable to your life and mission

� She needs to know that without her, something critical is missing

� She is not your assistant. She is your partner and co-heir

� A wife who does not feel needed will eventually stop showing up fully
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MODULE 9 — NEEDED

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

A woman’s deepest psychological need beyond
safety is significance — the sense that her existence
genuinely matters to the people she loves most. When
she feels optional in her own marriage, her
motivation, emotional investment, and relational
generosity progressively diminish. Purpose is not a
luxury for a woman. It is the oxygen of her emotional
life.

THEOLOGI
CAL

God created Eve because something was genuinely
missing without her. The text does not say Adam was
lonely — it says the situation was not good. She
completed something real. A husband who makes his
wife feel needed is honoring the original design — that
she was not an addition to his life but a completion of
it.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”

lloydallen.org • MrMarriage.com • Fixing Marriage Academy, LLC Module 9 of 10 — Page 2

RETURNRETURN



MEETING HER NEEDS

MODULE 10
VULNERABILITY

The Depth She Is Reaching For — The Final Invitation

“Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.”

— Genesis 2:25

This is the ceiling of intimacy. She has given you everything — her
trust, her time, her body, her life. Now she needs the one thing most
men refuse to give: access to the interior. A closed man produces a
lonely wife. She is not asking you to fall apart. She is asking you to let
her in.

� She cannot connect deeply with a man who cannot be reached

�
She needs you to share your fears, struggles, and uncertainties — not
just your victories

� Her intimacy with you is proportional to your willingness to be known

�
A man who is emotionally closed forces her to feel alone inside the
marriage
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MODULE 10 — VULNERABILITY

BIOLOGIC
AL & PSY
CHOLOGI

CAL

Emotional vulnerability in a man triggers a profound
neurological response in a woman — oxytocin release,
increased trust, and deepened attachment. When a
man allows himself to be emotionally known, his wife
does not lose respect. She moves closer. The walls a
man builds to appear strong are the same walls that
make his wife feel completely alone.

THEOLOGI
CAL

The nakedness of Genesis 2:25 was not merely
physical — it was total transparency without shame.
That is the original design of marriage — two people
completely known and completely safe. Every wall a
husband maintains inside his marriage is a rejection
of Eden. Vulnerability is not weakness. It is the return
to the design God had in mind before the fall changed
everything.

“What does this need reveal about where I am as a husband — and what is
one thing I will do differently this week?”
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